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TO THE | 


|  Chaiſtian Readers. 


HI & plain SERMON, preached 

l at the Requeſt of my Reverend 
Brethren of the Clergy, and here 

publiſhed in compliance with the Defire of 
3 Them, and (as they aſſure me) of ſome others 

' who heard it; I do firſt moſt humbly offer 
i to. Almighty God in Prayer for bu Bleſſing, 

4 that it may become in ſome meaſure uſeful 

to his Church ;, and next to you the Chriſtian 

Readers, to make the beſt uſe of it you © 


Cal, ; 
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be PREFACE | 
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If am one of you receive Profit by it, 
pay, 4s you are here directed, all your Thanks 
to Him alone who giveth the Encreaſe : J 
only beg that you would affiſe the Sinful 
Aut hor with your 'devout Prayers for the ; 


encreaſe of Grace, left that by any means ; | 


when he hath preached to others, 1 
he himſelf ſhould be a Caſt-a- | 


way. 
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: COR. iii. 7. 


Neither is he that planteth any thing, neither be that 
watereth ; but God that giveth the encreaſe. 


AINT Paul (as we read in the XVIIIck Chapter 
of the Acts of the Apoſtles) had, by the good 
Bleſſing of God upon his Labours, been very ſuc- 
ceſsful in preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt at Co- 
rinth, ſo reaſoning, and perſwading, that notwith- 

ſanding all the oppofirion and Bblaſpheming of the Jews, 

Criſpus, the chief Ruler of the Synagogue, believed on the 

LORD with all his houſe : and many of the Corinthians 

hearing, believed, and were baptized. Ver. 8. 

After his departure thence, came Apollos, an eloquent 
man, and mighty in the Scriptures, who being fervent in 
the Spirit, pate and taught diligently the things of the 
LORD at Epheſus : and being come into Corinth, helped 
them much which had believed through Grace; mightily con- 
w_ the Fews. (ver. 27, 28.) And this is it that St. Paul 
here ſaith, v. 6. I have planted, Apollos watered, but God 
gave the encreaſe. An Encreaſe indeed very confiderable, 


as it appears by the Apoſtle's Thankſgiving to God for it. 


I thank my God ( faith he, Ch. r. v. 4.) always ox your be- 
half, for the Grace of God which is given you by Jeſus Chriſt ; 
that in every thing ye are enriched by bim, in all utterance, 
and in all knowledge; even as the teſtimony of Chriſt was 
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confirmed in you. So that ye come bebind in no gift ; waiting. | 


for the coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. And in the Second 
Epiſtle, c. 8. v. 7. he teſtifieth of them, That they abounded 
in faith, in utterance, aud knowledge, and in all diligence, 
and in their love to him, and their orher Teachers. 

Here then, by the planting of Paul, and the watering 
of Apollos, and the Succeſs which God gave to them both 
in their Miniſtry, an eminent Church grew up in a ſhort 
time, and flouriſh'd at Coriwth, of perſons ſanctiſſed in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and called. to be Saints. But alas, how imper- 


fect are all the moſt perfect tinings that are under Hea- 


ven? This ſo lately planted, ſo plentifully water'd, ſo 
highly commended Church, (as the pureſt and beſt conſti- 
tuted Church on Earth will always have) had its ſpots 
and blemiſhes ; and-thofe not a few, but many; and ſome 
of them of the fouleſt fort too, and ſuch as did not only 
ſtain her Zeauty, but endanger d her very Life. The Re. 


ſurrection of the Dead was denied by ſome among them; 


Fornication and Inceſt, fach as the Gentiles would bluſh to 
hear of, was committed by others; the holy Sacrament of 
the Lord's. Supper was prophaned by. the lrreverent and 
Uncharitable, by the Drunkard. and the Glutton ; Stum- 
bling:blocks were laid in the way of the weak Brethren, 
n Conſciences wounded by an unneceſſary 
and uncharitable uſe of Chriſtian Liberty: Little conſcience 
was mage of ſcandalizing their holy Religion; by going to 


that moyrning, which ſhould have been for all theſe Abo- 
minations committed among them. Here then were Cor- 
ruptions many and great, both in Faith and Manners, and 
ſuch as, tho they would not warrant any Member in a 
ſeparation from this Church, were more than enow 
to ſire the holy Zeal of all the Members of. it, and to engage 
them all in the moſt vigorous endeavours for a ſpeedy Refor- 
mation in it, What 


fore Zufidels ; nay, by wronging and defrauding one 
another; "Diſcipline lay neglected, and there was none of 
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What then is to be done in ſuch à eaſe as this > Why, 
truly all that can be done, providing ſtill for the fafery 
and preſervation of the whole, and as much as may be, of 
every part, All that can be to beal, and cleanſe, and edifie, 
but nothing to deſtroy. Let every Member of the Body, 
according to its ſtation and office therein, contribute what 
poſſibly it can to the preſervation of its Life, and reſtoring 
of its Health, but let no Member be car off, fo long as the 
Body may be preſerved without ſuch mutilation, and there 
is hope remaining that the corrupt Member may be cured 
by gentler means: much leſs ket any Member tear it ſelf 
off, ſo long as by continuing in the Body it may have lite 
and nouriſhment. Dividing is a very untoward way of 
healing, and I think ſhould never be uſed. but when the caſe 
is otherwiſe deſperate. Indeed the Body' may ſometimes 
be ſaved by the loſs of a corrupt Member; but it will be 
very hard, if poſſible, to keep a Member trom dying, that 
ſeparates it ſelf from a 7 Body, tho' diſeaſed. _ 

St. Paut takes a great of pains to correct and re- 
form the many Errors and Diſorders among theſe Chriſtians 
of Corinth; but whatever he doth, or orders to be done, 
for a Reformation, he ſeems to have his Eye continually 
fixed upon the Peace and Znity of the Church; conſider- 
ing well, how unhopeful a _ ſuch a Reformation is in 
a Houſe that is divided in it ſelf: And therefore te goes 
to work like a skilful Reformer. He would have the old 
leaves purged out, but ſo, that they might ſtill continue 
one, tho a new lump, c. 5. v. 7. He would have the Houſe 
repaired without pulling it down, or taking it 'in pieces 
Stone from Stone: So that the Fowudation, which he as a 
wiſe Maſter-builder had laid, continue, he thinks it better 
to leave the Wood, Hay, and Stabbibe, wh.ch* others had 
built upon it, to the trial of the Fire, when God ſhall ſend 


it, than to take the building aſunder, c. 3. v. 10, Oc. He 


would have the Body kept ſound; yet ſo, if poſſible, that it 
| B 2 may 
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may alſo remain entire; that ſo it may ſtill grow ap into 
bim in all things, which is the head, even Chriſt : from whom 
the whole body fitly joyned together, and compatted by that 
which every joint ſupplieth, according to the effettual. working 
in every part, maketh encreaſe of the body, unto the edifying 
of itſelf in love, Eph. iv. 15. Therefore in the firſt place; 
he moſt earneſtly exhorts the Corinthians to Unity, and 
warns them to beware of Dzivifions, c. 1. v. 10. Now I le- 
ſeech you brethren by the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
ye all, ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be no divifions 
among vn; but that ye be perfeitly joyned together in the 
ſame mind, and in the ſame judgment. And that thus earneſt 
Exhortation may appear the more reaſonable, he proceeds 
to demonſtrate unto them the unreaſonableneſs of that, 
Which at leaſt was one, and it may be a principal. cauſe of 
the Divifions which were among them: which in St. Jude's 
Phraſe, v. 16. is, their having Mens perſons in admiration 
becauſe of advantage : and in St. Paal s, ch. 4. v. 6. their Se- 
ing puffed up for one againſt another. One will be of Paul, 
another of Apollos, a third of Cepbas, and a fourth is too 
wiſe or too good in his own conceit to be taught of May, 
and will therefore confine Chriſt to his own Party, that he 
may be taught of God only. St. Paul with all plainneſs 
informeth their Underſtandings in the Truth, that Faith 
may take good rooting. And for this, it may be, his ſpeech: 
ſeemed contemptible, 2 Cor. 10. 20. What (might ſome 
ſay) can this dry preaching ſigniſie? Give us an awaken- 
3 Apollos with a flood of Eloquence watered 
what St. Paul had planted. And what's all this (might 
others ſay) but a vain-glorious oſtentation of Art? Let us 
have plain Reaſon or Scripture, without all this flouriſhing 
of words. O how hard a task have the Miniſters of Chriſt 
ina Corinth, in a populous and wealthy Town ! where 
much People is, there is always much variety of Temper. 
and Fiumonr ; and where is much Eaſe, and Leiſure, and 
| Plenty, 
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Plenty of all things, there will be alſo much Pride, and 
Wantonnefs, and Curiofity. And what Paul or Apollos is ſuf- 
ficient to deal with all theſe? Every ones Humour or 
Fancy is his Idol, and if God himſelf will not miniſter to 
: it, he is offended, Every one would limit God in his own 
Work, to ſuch Inſtruments as he finds himfelf moſt affected 
with, not conſidering what he is here told, That tho' Paul 
| himſelf plant, and Apollos water, yet neither is be that 
| teth any thing, neither he that watereth, but God that grueth - 
7 the encreaſe. | 
| Well then, if we believe St. Paul, The whole vertue and 
F efficacy of Man's Miniſtry in the Charch of Chriſt, for tbe 
| converſion and ſalvation of Sinners, is from the bleſſing of God. 
| Neither Paul s planting, nor Apoiloss watering, nor all the 
b unwearied endeavours of the moſt — Preachers, 
; can make us good Chriſtians, and bring us to Heaven, with- 
5 out the Special Grace of God. 2 
This is it that I would at preſent earneſtly commend to 
your molt ſerious thoughts: It is indeed a very plain truth, 
and ſtands not in need of an elaborate proof; bur the as plain 
and neceſſary con of it are not, I fear, ſufficiently 
ponder'd by us ; therefore I have thought ĩt not unſca- 
ſonable at this time to mind you of them. I intend there» 
fore, by God's help, | 


I. For the preventing of all Miſtakes, briefly toilluftrate- 
the Doctrine contained'in theſe words. 


11. For the help of ſuch as may need it; to point at ſome. 
of the Ces we ſhould make of it. 8 
I. For the preventi all Miſtakes, I ſhall briefly illu- 
ſtrate the Dedlvine — in theſe words. And this, 1 . 
may be ſufficiently done in the ſhewing you theſe four 


„ VIZ. 
x. What * 
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1. What every Miniſter ef the Goſpel m4), aud ought 
T 6. What one Miniſter may be able to do, more than ano- 
* That all which the Beſt can do, is in it ſelf of no e- 
To. That the efficacy of all is of God only. 


But before I enter upon this, it will be fit to tell you 
what I Jappeſe, and _ for granted of the Perſons here 
ſpoken ot ; which is this 

(1.) That they have a ſufficient Cal to the Office ot 
the Sacted Miniſtry, and Aut bority to exerciſe the fame, 
and are no bold Intruders, who run before they be ſeat. 

(2.) That be furniſhed with a competent ſtock 
of Divine Knowledge, and underſtand the things they are to 

br unto others, and are not blind Leaders of 

the Blind. 

2 how, week, ſuch a Faculty of 
ex and elocution they my be underſtood 
by-thoſe —1 they are 4 L that they and 

their Hearers are not Bar Burian to each other. Theſe 
things ſuppoled, becauſe I know not how he ſhould be ac- 
counted a Miniſter of the Goſpe! that wants them; I am 
3 „ 

1. What every er of t ”m t to de. 
And it is very. plain, that ſuch - gt is — as 
aboveſaid, n and do the whole 
Work of God. ſo far as he hath thought fic to inſtrut 
Mas with it, and to work himſelf by the Miniſtry of 
Man. All: Miniſters of Chriſt may and ought catechiſe and 

inſtruct the ignorant, and exhort the knowing ; frengthen 
the weak, and eftabliſs the wavering ; comfort the afflited, 
encourage the timerous, and lift up the dejected; awake the 


ſleepy 
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Nleepy, [pur on the lazy, and warn the confident ; rebuke the 


wicked, corre# the erreneous, and dirett the doubtful, terrific 
the preſum , and reprove the ſcorner. They may and 
ought to Hed the Flock of Ged, and to give to every one his 


Portion in due ſeaſon, giving Mill te Babes, and _ 


to them who are able to Scar it. They may 
Word plainly and conſtantly, adminiſter the Sacramexts 
duly and reverently, pray for all Men both publickly and 
privately, fervently and devoutly. In ſhort, they 
exerciſe the whole Miniftry of Reconciliation, which 


' hath committed unto them; behave themſelves as E 
ples to the Flock whereof they are made Overſeers ; ſewing. 


themſebves Patterns of Good Works, and making others fee 
in their holy converſation the narrow way io Heaven. 


Theſe things, I ſay, all who are fit to be called A 


of the holy — — oo 
theſe are indeed great things, and they do them are 
not to be ſet at nought iſed. but io be l 


very highly in love for their Work's ; no doubt 
of it, de will be. if ar pra — (1 ef. 5. 13.) 
we can once again be ſo pp as to be at eu, a 


Eternal Bleſſeddeſs ; his Arzorneys (if I may fo pen) to- 


ſeal unto us in his Name the Mercies of the new Covenant. 
They can tell us words whereby we and our Houſes may be 
ſaved, AA. 11. 14. Ry taking heed unto themſebves, and 10 
their Doctrine, they may both ſave themſelves and them that 
bear them, . 16. They are labourers together with 

s of the Myieries of God, Ch. 4. ver. x. 
Ambaſſadors for Chrif?, 2 Cor. 5. 20. Whilſt therefore they 
are faithful to their Great Maſter, they ought to have the 
Honour due unto their Charater. We have thus in ſhort - 
ſeen what all Miniſters ought to do. 


2. Let 
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. Let us now ſee, What ane Miniſter may be able to do more 
Iban another. And that one may be able to do a great deal 
more than another, I think no man can doubt, when he con- 

ſiders, that God hath not given to all the ſame number of 
Talents to improve withal : And one may do ve times as 
much with fve Talents, as he can do with ove. There 
never was (that I know of) ſuch an equality in Miniſters, 
as excluded all differcqce in degrees of excellency or uſcful- 
neſs. Whilſt immediate inſpiration laſted, and the extra- 
ordinary Gifts of the Spirit were in a manner common, 
every one who had them, had them not all ; nor had all 
they who bad the ſame Gifts, thoſe ſame Gifts which they 
had. in the ſame meaſure ; the Spirit divided to every one 
ſeverally, as be would ; to one this, and to another that, 
yet ta every one to profit withal, 1 Cor. xii. 7, 11. All the 

Files had not St. Peter's boldneſs of Spirit, preſence of 
5 1 quickneſs of Apprehenſion, forwardneſs of Speech, 
Zeal, or Courage: All were not, like James and Fobn, 
| , Sons of Thunder All had not Paul's Learaing, 
nor his admirable Patience, and indefatigable Induſtry ; 
nor can all be ſuppoſed to have had s's Eloquence. 
One Minifter of Chriſt may have a more faithful Memo. 
— 5 a clearer Judgment, and a third a more 
fruitful Irvent ion, and a fourth a better Elocution. One 

may have more Reading, and another more Experience, a 
third more Zeal, and a fourth more Prudence. One may 
be more rowing, and another more dexterous in teaching 
what he knows. One may diſcourſe more copiouſiy and 
Plainly, and another may arge more cloſely and nervouſly, 
and another perſwade more warmly and affettionately. One 
may i»/inuate more ſweetly, and another may rebuke more 
cuttingly, and a third may iuftruct more convincingly. One 
may be more dexterous at planting, another at watering, 
a third at weeding, and a fourth at fencing; and another 
may exceed all in pruning off the luxuriant Branches, and 


cberiſh- 


Whoſe very weak [nſtruments, and no more 
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cheriſhing the tender Plants. Now, ail theſe, and the like, 
wherein one may be able to do more than another, are 
very good things, and in ſome competent meaſure neceſ- 
fary in every Miniſter of Chriſt. And yet it is no leſs ab- 
ſurd, to expect the ſame abilities, and degrees of ſuch Mi- 
niſterial Accompliſhments and Perſections in all Miniſters, 
than it would be to imagine, that all Artiſſs, or Men of 
any one Profeſſion, ſhould be of equal Skill, Prudence, In- 
duſtry, and Activity. Taking it therefore for granted, 
That one may do more than another, and all the Bail- 
ders in God's Houſe muſt not be thought. e to that 
wiſe Maſter- builder St. Paul; let us now fee what we may 
expect from the very beſt of them. To this I ſay, 

3. That all which the Beſt can do i in it ſelf of no efficacy. 
Neither is Paul himſelf, nor Apollos, any thing ; that is, of 
any uſe at all to us, without the ſpecial Bleſſing 7 7 

| , 3 
even the beſt qualified Miniſters of the GolpeFare. Let 
us do all that ever we can to do you good, we cannot 
by any Art or Skill, Power or Pains that we have or can 
uſe, make any one of thoſe whole that are fick, firong that 
are weak, and much leſs can we make alive them that are 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. We cannot in the leaſt mea- 
ſure benefit any one of thoſe, towards whom we exerciſe 
our Miniſtry. | | 

It is true indeed, we find St. Pau! (Chap. iv. 15.) (peak- 
ing thus of himſelf to the Corinthians, In Chriſt Feſus 7 
have begotten you through the Goſpel : And thence he ra- 
tionally enough inferreth, That though they had fince 
that Ten thouſand other Inſtructers, yet not their 
kindnels for any of them, how well ſoever they had deſer- 
ved it, abate any thing of the love and honour which were 


ſtill nevertheleſs due to him, as the firſt Inſtrument of their 


converſion. They might reſpect their other Teachers as 
| C good 
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ood and tender Nurſes, but ought ſtill to give him the 
due unto a Father, and be followers of him, Yet 
after all, St. Paul acknowledgeth himſelf herein to be no 
more but an Inſtrument in another's hand. He hegat them. 
but i» Chriſt Jeſus, and that by the Goſpel, whereby was 
ſown in them by God himſelf that zncorruptible Seed of 
which alone Mex are reborn Chriſtians, 1 Pet. 1.23. He 


tells the Galatians alſo (Chap. iv. 19.) That be traveled: 
in birth again till Chriſt was formed in them. This is in- 


deed a high expreſſion of his truly Parental Affection for 
them, of the great pairs he took with them, of the trou- 
les he cheerfully underwent for their ſake, and of his ear- 
neſt ſollicitude, and ardent defire of their proficiency under 
his Miniſtry, and his great grief of Heart to ſee them fo 
ſoon turn d away from the Doftrine he had taught them, 
and unto which he now labours again to reduce them. 
But tbe fogming of Chriſt in Men is the work of no leſs than 
that Diuise Power that once formed for him an Humane 
Body in a Virgin-womb. 

What is it that the ableſt Miniſters can do to make Men 


good Chriſtians 2 Alas, all comes to no more but this: 
They can declare and lay open the Doctrine of the Goſpel 


to Men fully, plainly, and ſincerely. They can exhort, 
perſwade, and deſite Men frequently, earneſtly and hearti- 
ly to believe and practiſe it, and ſhew them very good Rea- 
ſoas why they ſhould do ſo. They can direct them to the 
beſt helps, and warn them to take heed of all Lerts and 
Impeditaments, and ſhew them the danger of Tempta- 
tions. They can admoniſh them when they are out of the 
way, and labour by all means to reduce them into it again, 
comfort them in it, and encourage them to perſevere there- 
in unto the end; and, in a word, adminiſter unto them all 
the things which Chriſt hath pur into their to ad- 
miniſter, as they can have opportunity of adminiſtring, 


and 
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and can find perſons capable of receiving the ame. Final- 
ly, They ——— pray to God far a Bleſſing upon all 
they do: And (© indeed they have great need to do ; for 
when all that they can do is done by them, they have but 
done what the Hasbandman can do towards a good Harveſt; - 
they have — know not what dg 
will prove. They t a glorious Light before a 
blind Eye, and fing a melodious Song to a deaf Ear, and 
give very good Advice to Fools and Madmen. To make 
Men ſce with their Eyes, and hear with their Ears, to bring 


them to themſelves, and make them underſtand with their 


Hearts, that they may be illuminated, converted, and hea- 
led, is not the work of Man; our Necks are too ſtiff to 
bend, our Wills too ſturdy to yield, vicious Habits and 
Cuſtoms too deeply rooted to be plucked up, faſhionable 
Sins too impudent to be put out of countenance, our Luſts 
too rebellious and imperious to be ſubdued and tamed by 
Mens reaſonings and perſwaſions. The frovg Mhz armed, 
that hath got the poſſeſſion, will be too ſtrong for all men, 
and will keep the poſſeſſion he hath gotten in fpight of all 


that can be done, till the Man who is God too, come 


him and diſarm him. The #rong bo/ds of Satan ＋ 
will not be caſt down by the little Batteries of Mens 
Tongues. And though we that are Miniſters muſt never 
bold our Peace, but lift up our Voices like Trumpets ; h 
we muſt not ceaſe to cry aloud; though we ſpare not, but 
ſhour till theſe earthen Veſſels of ours crack and fall in pie- 
ces, the walls of this curſed Jericho will not be ſo blown 


down. None but He, whoſe Voice ſhaketh the Heavens and 


the Earth, can rend the ſtony Hearts of Sinners. Which is 
the laſt thing to be now ſhewn, vix. x 
4. That the efficacy of all is of God only. Whoever plan- 


. teth, or watereth, God giveth the encreaſe. All are as good 


as nothing, and labour in vain without him. Tis true in- 
C3 deed, 
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deed, it hath pleaſed God ro make uſe of the Miniſtry of 
Mew in the building of his Church, and to make them wor- 
ters together with and under Himſelf ; and their great buſi- 
neſs it is, to beſeech us not to receive this Grace of God in 
Pain, 2 Cor. vi. 1. He hath put his Words into their 
mouth, and his Seed into their hands; they are made his 
Seeds-men, and go forth te ſow by his command: but (till 
the Seed it ſelf, and all the prolifick vertue of it, the skill and 
activity of the Sowers, the goodneſs of the Ground, the 
Warmth and the Rain, the Growth and Harveſt, are all of 
him. Who muſt ſoften the FZighway's-fide2> Who muſt 
add depth of Earth to the Srony Ground 2 Who muſt root 
up the Thorns and the Bryars > Who muſt fright away the 
devouring Birds 2 It is God alone, the Father of Spirits, that 
can create a right Spirit within us, reſtrain our Thoughts 
from wandering abroad, and the Devil's Temptations trom 
entring in and prevailing. It is he only that can empty 
our Hearts of Cares, and the leve of Riches, and the Pleaſures 
of this Life, which choke the good Seed. He it is that can 
make the Heart good and honeſt, and prepare and enable it 
with due attention and affection to receive, and with ſerious 
meditation to cheriſh the Seed ſown, and with conſtancy 
of reſolution to bring any Fruit to perfection. Though 
Miniſters are ſent to invite us to Chriſt, yet hath Chriſt 
himſelf told. us, Fob. vi. 44. ſay ing, Mo man can come to me 
except the Father draw him. It is God (as St. Paul ſaith, 
2 Cor. ii. 14.) th at maketh manifeſt the ſavour of his know- 
ledge in every place. He that by the fooliſhneſs of preaching 
faveth them that believe, 1 Cor. i. 21. He opened Lydia s 
heart to attend to the things which were ſpoken of Paul, 
Ad, xvi. 14. St. Paul faith, He laboured more abundantly. 
than th al. yet he adds, Not I, but the Grace of God that 
was with me, 1 Cor. xv. 10. 


* 
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Indeed, our Bleſſed Saviour had ſent forth his Apoſtles to 
a very unhopeful work, ſending the Lambs to convert the 


Wolves, a few poor contemptible Men to make Diſciples. 


all Nations, had he not promiſed himſelf 'to be with them, 
Marth. xxviii And the greateſt encouragement that 


St. Paul had to abide preaching the Goſpel in ſuch a Town | 


as Corinth, lay in thoſe words of Chriſt, 4; xviii. 8. Ian 


with thee, and I have much people in this Cay: and theref | 
fear not. He had prepared the Hearts of the People as the 


Books to be written in, and then he made uſe of St. Pauls 
Tongue as the Pen of a. ready Writer ; and this Writer 
was God himſelf. '7 ( faith he, Heb. viii. 10.) will put 
my laws in their mind, and write them in their hearts. 
Therefore ( ſaith the Apoſtle to theſe Corinthians, 2 Cor. 
tii. 3.) Ie are manifeſtly declared to be the Epiſtle of Chriff, 
miniſtred by us, written not with ink, but with the ſpirit of 
the living God. Who ſhines in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge. of the glory of God in the face of Feſus Chriſt, 
2 Cor. iv. 6. Indeed, to a to our dark minds, and 
to keep the God" of this World from blinding them, is the 


work of him alone who at firſt brought light out of dark- 
neſs. \ He alone can make us new Creatures, that is, Chri- 


ſtians, who breath'd into our Duſt the Breath of Life, and 


made us Men. With what Treaſures then ſoever it hath 


+ pleaſed God to inſtruct any of us, that we may diſpenſe 


them unto you ; yet ftill both you and we muſt know, that 
we hade this treaſure in earthen veſſels, that the excellency 
of the power may be of God, and not of us, 2 Cor. iv. 7. 

I have held you, I fear, roo long in the illuftration of ſo 
plain a Truth-; I ſhall therefore conclude rhis part of m 


Y 8 
Diſcourſe with thoſe words of St. Auguſt ine upon St. John's m—_ 
Goſpel, God gave the Eucreaſe, not by them, but by himſelf. gedit , an 

We | ilos ſed 
per ſeipſum,, Excedit hoc humanam humilitatem, excedis angelicam ade — 


emnino pertinet, niſi ad agricolam Trinitatem, 


This 


11 


— 


14 


- 


The Chriſtian Hearer's Firſt Leſſon 


This is a work which is above not only the meanneſs of Man, 


but the height of Angels: nor doth it at all be 


long to 4 
other but to him who is the Husbandman, that is, the ever Bleſs 


ſed TRINITT. 


The Doctrine thus cleared, 
II. For the help of ſuch as may need it, I will point at ſome 
of the Uſes we ſhould make of it. And truly, methinks they 
lye very obvious, both to Preachers and Hearers. 


We are this day, by the good Providence of God, enter- 


* 4 Le- 10g upon an Exerciſe, wherein our whole defign and bu- 
Bure prea- ſinieſs is to miniſter, as God ſhall enable us, to the good of 
ched week: your Souls. Far be it from us to beguile you with emtigi 


ly there, 


words, with fair ſpeeches to deceive the fimple, or with feignes 


words to-make merchandiſe of you. Expect not to have your 
N filled with airy Notions, or your Curioſity fed with 
fine Sp. 


peculations ; and fear as little to have your Minds 
perplexed with doubtful Diſputations ; leaſt of all let any 
Tealouſie poſſeſs you, that you ſhall be entertain'd with 
ſplenetick and virulent InveRtives * Men and parties: 
theſe things become not us, nor will they profit you: We 


ſeek not Fours for our ſelves, but you for God; and I doubt 


not but I may ſay it in the Name of all my Brethren, who 
are engaged on this Service of your Faith, That we preach 


not our ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and our ſelves your © 


Servants for Jeſus ſake : That we have no ambition to exer- 
Ciſe a dominion over any Man's Faith, but earneſtly deſire 
(may GOD of his Goodneſs make us ſo happy) to be 


helpers of your Joy. TIs God's Honour, and your Happi- 
. neſs, and both theſe in the reviving of a ſincere and unaffe- 


&ed Chriſtian Piety, now languifhing even to death among 


us, that we ſolely aim at. 


But 
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But alas, what are we, that we ſhould attempe ſuch things 
as theſe > We are nothing, we can do nothing of our ſelves: 


towards ſo weighty a Work ; all our Sufficiency muſt be 
of God. The ſenſe of this directed me tothe choice of this 


Subject, as moſt proper to humble us, and 2 
and 


To humble us, I ſay, in conſideration of our utter 
ciency for the important work which lyeth upon us; 


to inſtruct you how, notwithſtanding all our weakneſs, you 


may be ſure to reap ſome profit by the weakeſt of us all. 
And truly, I the rather hope for God's Bleſſing upon our 
Endeavours, when 1 conſider with what unanimity and 


cheerfulneſs of Mind my Reverend Brethren have conſented” 
to this Service. It will now much confirm this Hope, if 
you ſhall be pleaſed ( Worſbipful and Beloved:) not only to 

countenance us with your preſence and attention, but to a- 


fiſt us with your devout Prayers. 


1. And therefore, next to the humbling of our ſelves in 
the preſence of God, as nothing without him, unable to ſerve - 


either Him or you without his Special Aſſiſtance, and be- 


cauſe of our manifold Sins moſt unworthy of that alſo; the 


firſt Uſe which I very heartily defire you to make of What 
hath been-ſaid, is to help us with your daily fervent Prayers 


af the Throne of Grace, for-the 2 of our Sins, and 


the ſanctify ing of our Souls, and the ſupplying of all our 
Defects: That in fimplicity and godly fincerity, not with fleſh- 
ly wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, we may have our conver- 
0 
* 


85 ſation in the World, and more abundantly t T war. at this 


time, wot handling theWord of God deceitfi 


feſtation of the Truth, commending our ſelves to every man's. 


Conſcience in the fight of God:ThatGod would open unto us a door 


of utterance,that we may open our Mouth boldly, that the Word - 


of God may have its free courſe aud be ylorified with you. There- 
tore Men profit ſo little by the Miniſtry, becauſe they fo 


ſeldom or ſo coldly addreſs themſelves in Prayer "—— 
| or 
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For his Bleſſing upon it. Whilſt we beſto w ſo much more 
time in Hearing than we do in-Praying, as being the far 
eaſier Task of the two, it may be feared we expect more 
from Men than we do from GOD} and tho we may carry 
the Sermon home, we leave God's Bleſſing behind us. 
Therefore, 

2. Becauſe we are nothing, and all the Encreaſe is of 
God, let us take heed how we depend ſo much on the Mi- 
niſtry of Men, who are nothing, as to attend too little in 
their Miniſtry upon God who doth all. Whilſt you are 
pleaſed to afford us your Ear, be ſure that you give God 
your Heart. Neither regard ye what we ſay any farther 
than we ſpeak & the Oracles of God. Imitate the Theſſalo- 
»ians in this, who when they received the Word of God, which 
they-heard of St. Paul, and others, received it not as the Word 
of Men, but (as it is in truth) the Word of God, which effe. 
Anally worketh in them that believe, 1 Theff. ii. 13. Come 
with a deſire and reſolution to hear God himſelf ſpeak to 
you (by what Mouth ſoever he ſhall ſpeak) and, be ſure ot 
it, the Word will be mighty, and prevail. 

It is a very lamentable thing, to ſee in what Extreams 
we are apt to loſe both God and our ſelves; Firſt, Becauſe 
neither Paul nor p are any thing without God, or in 
compariſon of God; therefore ſome very raſhly conclude, 
that they are nothing at all to them, and that the Miniſtry 
of ſach Men is of no ufe in the Church, but all are to be 
taught of God only. And tis true, that our chief Teacher 
ij God himſelf ; but if we will be taught of him, we muſt 
ſubmit our ſelves to be taught by him as it pleaſeth him to 
teach us, and not as we have a mind to be taught. What 
though the very beſt Inſtrument be able to do nothing by 
its ſelf, out of the Work mans hand 2 Yet even an indiffe- 
rent one may do much, when managed by the hand of a 
Skilful Workman. I ſhall only deſire one thing to be gran- 

ted 
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ted me by him that reſolves to be taught, of God alone, 
without the Miniſtry of Men ordain'd to teach; and. I 
think it a very reaſonable requeſt, that before he thus put 
it to the venture whether he ſhall be taught or no, he be 
firſt very ſure, that God will, as well as that he can, fo 
teach him; or, that he hath not ordained the Miniſtry of 
Men in his Church, or that he will, meerly to humour him, 
change his ordinary method, and cancel his own ordinance. 
It is certainly God alone that gives the Encreaſe in the 
Field, as well as in the Church; and yet Men are not 
ſo unreaſonable or confident, as to expect and relye 
upon a good Harveſt from God without the Labour of 
the Husbandꝶman. Why then ſhould they expect the 
Fruit of the Spirit without the Labour of the Miniſtry, 
till God give them ſome better aſſurance of it than yet 
he hath done > We muſt not indeed ſtint God's Power 
as though he could not work without this or that Inſtru- 
ment ; and yet neither muſt we flight his Inſtitution, and 
neglect his ordinary method. He that would pluck God's 
Inſtruments, how mean ſoever they ſeem, out of his hand, 
and not give him the Glory of magnifying his Strength 
in the Weakneſs of Men; tho he do not thereby diſable 
God from working, yet doth he enough to provoke him 
not to work. | 
Others there be, who in another Extream ſeem to make 
Gd himſelf almoſt nothing, and the Miniſter all. Such 
are they who place the greateſt part of their Religion in 
hearing many Sermons; and when they have heard enough, 
ate apt to perſwade themſelves, that they have ſerved God 
well enough. They are wont to be very attentive, with a 
great deal of Affection, and it may be a great deal too 
much Admiration, to the Preacher; and to talk much of 
him, and of his excellent Sermon; and yet all the while 
are as regardleſs of God, and addrels as little to him _ 
ry” 


The Chriftian Hearer's Firſt Leſſor. 


his Bleſſing, as tho they had heard nothing at all of him, 
nor had any thing to do with him. It is very well, if 
God be not too often thus put off with a vain ſhew of 
Worſhip, and if the Preacher have not all, but only what 
in the coveted reputation of Hearers and Profeſſors we catch 
at for our ſelves, of the Honour which is due unto Him. 
The delight which many of us take ſeems to be too much 
in the meer planting or ſowing, and if that be done, 
according to our own opinion, artificially, we are mighti- 
ly pleaſed ; and if-not, more offended, and we count all 

time loſt (as in ſad truth it is) which we have ſpent in 

ing. The Harveſt and Encreaſe is the thing that of 
all others we. leaſt think of; as tho we heard only for 
hearing's fake. So our Ears be but conſtantly puller a 
barren Heart, which bringeth forth no Fruit of Righteouſ- 
neſs to God, or to our Neighbour, in our Life and Con- 
verſation, never troubles us. We are apt to fancy, howſo- 
ever we live, that we love God very well, becauſe we love 
to hear of him; and if this love cool a little, fo long as we 
can ever and anon warm it again by hearing we keep our 
ſelves, as we imagine, ſpiritually alive unto God. 

To theſe two forts of People a third may be added, who 
ſeem to attribute ſo much to the choice of the lnſtrument 
or Preacher; as if they thought that God himſelf is like to 
ſome Workmen, who cannot do their Work to any pur- 
pole, unleſs they have the very beſt Tools to work withal. 
Indeed, the Religion of a great many ſeems to lye in no- 
thing elſe but the itch of the Ear; which is a Diſeaſe, and 
not a vertue; and no good Symptom of a ſound Heart. 
The Apoſtle (aid long ago, That a time would come when 
Men would not endure ſound doArine, but after their own luſt s 
would heap to themſelves teachers, having itching ears, 2 Tim. 
iv. 3. Now, we may be ſure, that where Mens Luſts and 

- AﬀeQions chuſe their Teachers, tho the Ear may be claw- 


ed 
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ed, the Heart will remain unſearched. Sound Dofrine will 
fit too hard upon the ſore place, and make it uneaſie. 
There are ſome ſoft Doctrines, which mightily pleaſe whilſt 
they profit nothing. Theſe prick not at the Heart, and ſo 
long the Itch may daily encreaſe, the more that the Sore 
within putrifies. And tho the Chriſtian decay, yet as the 
Itch encreaſes, the fancy of being a good Chriſtian en- 
creaſeth with it ; and the Diſeaſe within becomes mor- 
tal ere it be felt, and the deluded' Soul, in a raviſh- 
ing Dream of going to Heaven, ſinks pleaſantly into Hell. 
3. Let us, from what hath been faid, learn how we are 
to behave -our ſelves in relation to the Ordinances of God 
adminiſtred by Mer. And firſ# more — Let us ſee 
that we Tightly diſcera and diſtinguiſh between the Work 
of GOD, and the Miniſtry of Man in every Ordinance; 
neither expecting from Men what God alone can do, nor 
expecting that God will do that alone, which he ordinari- 
ly doth by the Miniſtry of Men. Remember what St. Pau 
hath told us, That tho' Men are Miniſters &y whom we be. 


lieve, yet is it even as the Lord bath given to every man, 


(v. 5.) that he can either work in any meaſure, or hope 
to ſpeed by his working. And tho Miniſters are Lalou- 
rers together with God, in tilling and building, yet ſtill we 


are God's hubandry, we are his building, ver. 9. Bxcept 


therefore that the Lord build the houſe, they labour in vain 
that build it. Nay, if we truſt too much to the Buil- 
ders, then is their preaching vain, and our faith is alſs vain, 
ſeeing it flauds, as the Apoſtle faith it ought not, in the 
wiſdom of men, not in the power of God. 
More particularly, remember that the Men who mini- 
ſter to you in holy things, are ſtill Men, and will as long 
as they live have more or leſs the Infirtnities of Men. You 
muſt therefore be ſo juſt, as to allow for the common In- 
firmities of Human Nature, and ſo charitable too as to 
D 2 | over- 
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overlook ſome perſonal Failings. If the Workman build 
on the right Foundation, and by his true Rule; if he do 
his Work truly, faithfully, and ſubſtantially; this ought to 
fatisfie : and tho poſſibly there may be wanting ſomething 
of that: ſtatelineſs, art, and politeneſs, which a more ma- 
ſterly and finer hand might have added to it, yet even 
thus, by the Bleſſing of God, it will go up apace till it reach 
Heaven. 

If we have already profited any thing by the Minifters 
we have had, we have already alfo learned thus much of 
them, That as they are Miniſters of Chriſt, they are not 
to be deſpis d; and as they are no more but Miniſters, they 
may be too much magnified. That as God can work by 
the very meaneſt of them, and we onght not to doubt 
but he will do ſo for them that love him; ſo, provok'd to 
diſpleaſure by our Sins, he may refuſe to work by the 
moſt eminent and holy. For us therefore to fide with, 
or to be puffed up for one againſt another, is à very unrea- 
fonable thing ; and we do but ſhew thereby, that we are 
yet too much carnal, and walk rather as Men than as Chri- 
Hiant. If he that glorieth in Apollos had indeed profited 
by Apedos's preaching, as he ought to have done, he would 
be very well pleaſed with Paul. And if he that glorieth 
in Paul had improved in ſincere Chriſtianity by Paul's Mi- 
niſtry, he would be well enough pleaſed with Apolbes. 
He hath not profited by either as he might have done, 
who is not very tha to God, who hath provided ſo 
well for his Soul by the miniſtry of either; or doth not 
wait with Faith and Patience fora Bleſſing, whichſoever of 
the two itis that he at preſent enjoyeth. 

I know, that it is pleaded by ſome, That they cannot 
profit, or are not edified ſo much by ſome as by others ; and 
poſlibly there may be ſome truth- in this Plea of theirs, and 
yet, it may be, the fault doth not always lye where they 


would 
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would have it laid, but where they have no mind at all to 


find it. However, what is here pleaded deſerves to be con- 
ſider'd. | 

And firſt, ſuppoſe we (what in this whole Diſcourſe is 
taken for granted) that the Word of God, the wholeſome 
Food of our Souls, is duly and fully, tho it may be in a 
very familiar, and the moſt homely manner adminiſter'd 
unto us. If fo, then I muſt needs ſay, that I ſee no room 
at all for this Plea ; for it is no leſs than the Word of God 
that we receive, and that's the Food whereby our Souls 
may live eternally, by whom ſoever, and after what man- 
ner ſoever it be convey d unto us. The ſame living Water, 
coming from the ſame Spring, hath the ſame vertue, thro' 
what Conduir ſoever it. may paſs untous. The ſound we 
hear is the Man's, and that may be leſs grateful ; but ſtill 
the Word is God's, and ſhould be always welcome. Were 
it the Word of Men we are to be inſtructed in, we might 
well entertain it, according to the credit and reputation the 
Men have got with us, and fo receive it proportionably 
with more or leſs Faith and Affection. But being the 
Word of God, as no inſtrument of conveyance, can add 
any thing to its worth and value, fo neither ought any 
one to leſſen its welcome. What, ſhall we vile Worms 
take that piece of ſtate upon us, that we will not receive a 
Meſſage of Peace and Reconciliation from the — 
glorious King of kings, unleſs he will do us the honour to 
lend it by one of his chief Servants? ' Indeed he hath al- 
ready, as unworthy as we are, done us a far greater 
honour than that, even to ſend it by his only Son, whom 
he hath made heir of all things, by whom alſo he made the 
worlds. God was in Chriſt, reconciling the world to him- 
ſelf, and Chriſt hath committed to us the word of reconcilia- 
tion, 2 Cor. 5. We are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, and in his 


ſtead, 'and though one may deliver the Mind of his Lord: 
| I : 11406 
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in better language, or with a more graceful behaviour 


than agother, yet all ſpeaking the ſame thing, in the fame 
great name, oc. yok the ſame end, ought to be honourably 
treated for their Maſter's ſake. | | 

There is, without all diſpute, a great deal of difference 
in the Abilities r — is — in the 2 
pers, Capacities, | of Hearers, and in the ſuita- 
— of the one to the other. And I will not (ay, that 
one may not profit more by ſome than he can by others. 
But what then? Can he profit by the beſt and ableſt 
without the Special Bleſſing of God > And may he not 
with his Bleſſing profit by the weakeſt > And ought he 
therefore to hate the one and love the other, to forſake the 
one and cleave to the other, or to be puffed up for the one 
againſt the other > Let it be conſider d, 


Firſt, That the Scales, it may be, hang a great deal 
_— than we CEOS —5 — — 
As many pious are edi or ought 
— gc we forſake, as are by him —2 
low. As this Preacher ſuits beſt with the Capacity, Humor 
and Palate of ſome, ſo doth that alſo with thoſe of others. 
And then. where is the Advantage which the one hath above 
the other? Or, what hath one Party here to glory in that 
another hath not? Certainly it well becomes both to joyn 
together in the Praiſes of GOD, who as he hath given Men 
divers Capacities and Palates, hath alſo by as great a variety 
of Gifts left none of. them unprovided for. If this Air, or 


this Diſh of Meat, agree beſt with my Conſtitution, doth it 
therefore become me to decry all others as unwholeſome, 
tho they may agree as well with other mens Conſticutions 
as theſe do with mine ? 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, That which is here pleaded is indeed a Diſeaſe 
and not a Virtue, a thing to be reſiſted and ſtriven agai 
and, if poſſible, to be maſter'd, and by no means to be in- 


dulg d in ourſelves. It is a ſhamefor us to be always Chil 


dren, and it is no advantage or commendation to any one 
to have a ſqueamiſh Stomach, Would we endeayour after 
a more healthful Conſtitution, and to be of a more maſeu- 
line Temper ; would we learn to be Men indeed, both in 
Underſtanding and Humour, wholeſome Food would at 
once both pleaſe and nouriſh us: and ſo long as we can 
have our Food in due ſeaſon, and in full proportion, we 
would be leſs curious and nice, and no more petti re. 
fuſe our Meat, becauſe it is not ſo red as in every 
thing to hit exactly our Palates. Though therefore the 
Miniſter that excels another in any thing ſhould not want 
from us his due Praiſe and Reſpect, yet neither need we 
under another want any thing that is neceſſary to our Spi- 
ritual Health. And were we as ſenſible as we o to be 
of our great Unworthineſs of the leaſt of theſe which 
God affords us, we would ſoon grow more thankful for 
what we have, and not through a ſqueamiſh humour loſe 
the benefit of it. 

But next I ask this Queſtion, and I beſeech you take 


ſome pains in examining your ſelves, that ye may be able to 


anſwer it aright, Is there indeed, generally ſpeaking, any 
truth in this Plea 2 I dare not ſay there is none; but I hope 


I may, without offence to any one, commend unto-you all 


this _ feems to me) very neceſſary Caution. Be not 
over-haſtily confident, either that you cannot be edified, 
where as yet you are not; or that you are indeed ediſied, 


where you think you are. Some perſons I have known, 


who — an unreaſonable prejudice have been even 
ſick at the fight of ſome Meat, whereof they could _ 
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be perſwaded to taſte, and yet after they have but once or 
twice been prevailed with to eat of it, have fed upon it with 
muck both delight and benefic. Poſſibly then you may 
not be edified, not becauſe you cannot, but only becauſe 


you think ſo, and will not try. And though you think you 


are edified, you may but think ſo; for it may well be 
doubted that you are not edified by the Word of God, if 


you find it hath not the ſame good effect upon you delive- 


red by one as by another. Take heed, leſt what you call 
Etlification be only the heightening of your Fancy for a 
Man, the enflaming of your Zeal for or againſt a Party, or 
the exciting of ſome Paſſion or other by certain modes of 
ſpeech or geſture. I fay this to no other end, but to put 
you upon an impartial examination of your own Hearts ; 
for I conceive, that pure Religion and Devotion are groun- 
ded upon and cheriſhed by the Word of God only ; and 
therefore I ſee not but where that is plainly preached, and 
yet deth not move ſo much as when dreſſed according to 
Mens Fancies, thoſe Men are not in love with the natural 
beanty of Religion, and God's Image thereon, but with the 
artificial beauty that Men beſtow upon it. 

If the fault of your not profiting be really in the Mini- 
ſter, you are ſo far excuſable, and no body can blame you 
if you go abroad to ſeek your Meat, when otherwiſe you 
muſt be famiſh'd at home. Bat if he preach God's Word 
ſoundly and intelligibly, how is the fault in him? Some 
of you will ſay, it may be, that he is not a powerful Preacher; 
but do you iadeed know what it is that you ſay 2 Why is 
not the ſame Word of God as powertul deliver'd by one as 
by another 2 Doth it not ſufficiently inform your Under- 
ſtandings > That cannot be, for we ſuppoſe it ſoundly and 
intelligibly preached. Doth it not equally move your Af. 
fections? That's it you mean by powerful preaching, or 
nothing that 1 know of. And if ſo, why doth it not: 
= Here 
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Here is the Word of God to do it, what chenis wanting 2 
Is it a neat and curious cbmpolure, a ſmooth ſtile and 


cadence of Sentences, a pleaſing noile and gingling of Words, 


3 8 | | EW 
way o jon, the affected accenting or tuning of 
Voice, the ſetting of the Countenance ro the matter in 


hand, and humouring it either with ſmiles, frowns, or tears, 


a mimical action of the Body? Or what is it? Whatever 
it is, it is well if it be not ſomething of Man only. I fay 
not; but moſt of theſe things are, in due place and ſeaſon, 
decent and commendable : yet are they but fuch things as 
would work the ſame thing inthe Theatre as inthe Church, 
from the Stage as from the Pulpit. Now certainly there 
muſt be a great fault, where the Art of Man can us, 
and the Word of God cannot. | | 

To prevent this Self-deceit, I know nothing more pro- 
per than the often thinking on the Text | am now preach- 
ing on. Whomſoever therefore you hear, remember how 
very a Nothing he is in himſelf, and make your humbleſt 
and cloſeſt, and warmeſt applications to God himſelf. 
lf you think you have not met with a Miniſter altoge- 
ther ſuitable to the Needs of your Souls, Yet blame not him 
that labours for you according to the me of his talent. 

Reflect rather very ſeriouſly upon your felves, and fee if 
you cannot find Sins enough to provoke GodFto with hold 
from you the Bleſſin — deſire. The wa to obtain a 
better, is to praiſe or his Mercy in aff6rding you any, 
and to acknowledge his Juſtice in ſending you a worſe, even 
for your Sin of not improving more under the worſt of all. 
When you are truly humbled, and by Humility prepared 
to make a good uſe of whomſoever God at the preſent af - 
fords you, He will either bleſs the preſent more to your 
advantage, or ſend you a better in his ſtead. 

How mean ſoever you may think the per on whom you 


at preſent hear, remember for your comſort, that God's power 


= IS 
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ws 

Mherefore laying aſide all malice, and all guile, pocrifies, 
and _ 2 e [peakings, as ders en babes defire the 
fincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby. Aud let 
your converſation be as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. Stand 
faſt with one ſpirit, in one mind, triving togetber for the faith 
of the Goſpel : and do all things without murmurings and di- 
ſputings, that ye may be blameleſs aud barmlef,, + ſons of 
God without rebuke, in the midſt of a'crooked and perverſe na- 
tion, among whom may ye always ſbine as lights in the world, 
bolding forth the word of life, that we may rejoice in the day of 
chriſt that we have not run in vain, neither laboured in 
vain. God grant you according to the riches of his glory, to be 
Nrergtbened with might by bu ſpirit in the inner man ; that 
cl may dwell in your hearts by faith, that ye being rooted 
aud grounded in lone, may be able to comprehend with all 
Saints, what is the breadth, and length,and depth, and hight : © 
and to know the love of Chraft, which paſſeth knowledge, that 
ye may be filled with all the fulneſs of God. 


Now, unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we aul or think, according to the power that wor- 

keth in us, unto Him be glory in the Charch by Chrift 

Jeſus, throughout all Ages, World without end. Amen. 


FINIS. 


